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2011 Joe Shea Retires After 41 Years
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During her training, Re-
becca was impressed and
inspired with how precisely
Dr. Montessori had discov-
ered the ways children learn
best and easiest; methods
that are now being dramati-
cally validated and increas-
ingly applauded by leading
scientific and academic re-
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Virtues: Cooperation

&0iid O4EA 6EOOOAO Oresearch projects they present to theipracticing cooperation when you
peers. Middle school students work irwork well with others, offer your
small groups weekly to research and help and ideas freely, disagree

then present information. With this  peacefully and respectfully, follow
practice, when Hermosa students  the rules, ask for help when you
graduate they know how to practice need it, help keep a safe, happy en-
the virtue of cooperation. vironment.

Students at Hermosa learn the vir-
tue of cooperation, a noted 2'cen-
tury skill, beginning in the early
childhood classrooms. Teachers
model appropriate peaceful behav-
iors and begin to teach methods for

peaceful conflict resolution. Asstu- O#1 1 PAOAOEI 1T EO x1 OEET ¢ OI CAOEAO AT A

dents grow they are offered more  sharing the load. When we cooperate,

opportunities to work with peers, to we join with others to do things that

form committees, and work to- cannot be done alone. We are willing

gether on common goals. For exam- to follow the rules which keep every-

ple, both lower and upper elemen- one safe and happy. Together we can

tary students work cooperativelyon AAAT | b1 EOE COAAO OEET ¢c0O8d6 91 O AOA

Montessori Dictionary: Multi-Age Classrooms

In an authentic Montessori program the lower elementary, the upper and there is cooperation rather than
I EEA (AOi T OA8Oh Ademéntarpidnadd uEof D ®© gPA A competition between the ages.
ages work together in the same yearzolds, and the middle school

class. Agegroupings are based on  community consists of students ages
noted child developmental stages.  12-14. Because all academic work is
Children from 3 to 6 years of age are individually based, after mastery of a
together in the early childhood pro-  skill or concept, children are able to

gram. 6 to 9 year old students share learn new material at their own pace,

Pennies For Peace

Pennies for Peace, a program of the enrich education where it existed in
501 (c)3 noprofit organization, the developed world so that students
Central Asia Institute, was founded have the opportunity to become more
by Greg Mortenson. Greg istheco AAOAAOAA Cci 1T AAl AEOE l"'l“ 7A AOA
founder and executive director of  lecting pennies to donate to this won-
Central Asia Institute, and eauthor  derful organization so that they can

of the #1 NY Times besteller, continue to build schools for children.
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At A Time. The goal of Pennies for money. -
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stan and Afghanistan have access tc
education where it never existed
before; and two, to broaden and
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Pre-K Updates
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can be seen this month in the pszhool
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Asia. Physical and cultural geography haw ,')' '
been integrated with history, art, and mu- £z :
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Year parade. Student handmade pape : ¢ B < '

combined with language arts looked amaz
ing, and creativity was viewed in abung
dance in various mediums to create thd
amazing dragon. Thanks to Carol Thaler,
our wonderful art teacher, for creating such
a wonderful experience for our students
and parents.

Lower Elementary Updates

by Nikhil by Esha by Sonia
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walks and everybody likes it. We we have a Chinese New Year pa- mentary for this semester. We all

go to the wash near our school.  rade. This time the Dragon is go- vote for President, Vice President,

We look at deer tracks, Javelina ing to look like the real Chinese  Treasurer, Secretary and six Ser-

tracks, and horse tracks. We see i Dragon in China and it will have  geant at Arms! Students make

posters and they are really nice.

They are colorful, and some have

lot of birds and bird nests and
sometimes we see deer and
Javelinas too. We also find some

cool rocks, crystals, bones and We hang posters in all three lower

cactus. elementary classes. On Friday
January 28th we will vote using
100 heads. The prechool stu- voting papers to write on. Good
dents are going to make little cute :ka”to everyone running for of-
icell

bunny masks. Parents can come
to see the parade. We are also
making Valentine cards. We use
glue sticks, paper plates, scissors,
colored paper, glitter glue, glitter,

and stuff like that to do crafts. N*
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Middle School Updates

Middle school students have studied specific forms of writing in their last cycle. They learned and practiced writing
Odes, Sonnets, and Sestinas. Here is an especially beautiful Ode written by eighth grade student Haley Hornung.

Ode to the Moon

Lovely moon

Giant light bulb of the sky
Light of the night
Life in the darkness
Silently,
Gracefully,
Floating across

The midnight sky.

%OAT OEA 00180 Pi xAOAEDOI OAUORK
though they rule
the day,
can not mask
your beauty.

They only add to your brightness.

Stars,
Your frail children,
Keep you company in the lonely night;
You watch over us
Like a protective mother
With eternal sight,
Your shining beams of hope

Penetrate through this

Blanket of darkness

Piercing the night.

Femme fatale
Mysterious and captivating,
Though often misunderstood
Like a young child
| see your true depths
As you
Shine.
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Upper Elementary Updates
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Our Dragons Rock!
by Rachel C.

The 4th years in Upper Elementary made paper. Then we
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Gophers at school!
by Kendra P.

One Friday Katie S. and Hannah P. saw two gophers. | cam
and saw them too. They are living under the bird feeders in
the nature area. They were taking the bird seeds on the
ground. Last of all, one gopher buried up its hole. It was
really funny. It looked like they were mating.

Newsletter Committee Starts
by Joe V.

We formed a newsletter committee to help parents and/or
EEAO O O1T AROOOAT A xEAOBO (

the committee there are: tnyears Joe V., Rachel C. and
Kendra P. Int@year there is Katie S., Jennifer E. and Jewel
M. In 8" there is Ryan A.

Carnival and Party
by Jennifer E.

The annual school carnival is a fun time on a Friday, where
parents and kids come to buy tickets and play games. The
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Firestar
by Taylor R.
-U AOACIi T80 AUAQ
He can breathe and light himself on fi
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And | know he is my dragon

When | see him slithering in the sun
9A0Oh EOBO &E
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My Dragon Unnameable
by Joe V.
His eyes sparkle like diamonds

in the sunlight, or like the

i BS@rkli’&qblﬂe ofl-thﬁzse%%caes 33

D %‘Iﬁoé Hoﬁi represents lightning bolts,
Green represents the plants and trees.
The red means loving things.

His name is Unnameable!!
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Art Department Update

Chinese New Year Parade

Our Chinese New Year parade and art show was held on Friday Febritah&lannual show was directed and
choreographed by Carol Thaler. Lower Elementary students made dragon masks and collaborated on a giant
dragon which was carried by th&'§ears. PreK made Year of the Rabbit masks. Fourth years exhibited dragon
collages on handmade paper with accompanying poems. Fifth years exhibited ceramics they made in art elective.
The parade is correlated with the study of Asia by the Lower and Upper Elementary students.
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A special thanks to the parents who
helped with the parade:

1 Terri Roberts for donating fortune
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