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Important Dates:  

¶ Feb. 21-23: 3rd grade 

visit to U.E. 

¶ Feb. 21-23: 6th grade 

visit to M.S. 

¶ Feb. 24-25: Rodeo Vaca-

tion, NO SCHOOL 

¶ March 12-13: Tucson 

Festival of Books 

¶ March 17-18: Land Lab 

Sleepover for M.S. 

¶ March 21-25: Spring 

Break, NO SCHOOL 

Hermosa Montessori 

 

 Community Times 
by Sheila 

Joe Shea Retires After 41 Years  

After forty-one years of 
teaching, Jo Shea has de-
cided to retire at the end of 
ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȢ *Ï ÓÔÁÔÅÓȟ Ȱ I love 
my job and it is with regret 
that I face the fact that it is 
time to end my career. Every 
day in the classroom is a 
celebration that is delightful 
and meaningful to me. I will 
miss being surrounded by so 

ÍÕÃÈ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎÄÅÒȢȱ 
-ÁÎÙ ÏÆ *ÏȭÓ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅÓ ÃÉÔÅ 
her as an inspiration and 
important influence.  We 
will miss her very much. 
#ÈÌÏÅ "ÕÓÈȟ *ÏȭÓ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔȟ 

ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ *ÏȭÓ 
will also be leaving Her-
mosa next year to pursue 
her degree in Nursing.  

*ÏȭÓ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÕÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÖÅ Á 
void not easily filled. We are 
fortunate to have a wonder-
ful teacher, Rebecca 
Shearer, who is excited to 
teach the classes Jo has so 
wonderfully led. Rebecca 
Shearer has been teaching 
at Hermosa since 2004. She 
graduated Magna Cum 
Laude from the University 
of Arizona with a B.A. in 
Creative Writing and a mi-
nor in Spanish, and received 
her American Montessori 
Society Primary Certifica-
tion from the Houston 
Montessori Center, com-
pleting her degree in Early 
Childhood Education. For 
the last two years Rebecca 
has been co-teaching with 

Amy Brauer in the Lower 
Elementary. Although Re-
becca enjoys teaching her 
students in grades 1-3, she 
is passionate about teach-
ing our youngest students.  

During her training, Re-
becca was impressed and 
inspired with how precisely 
Dr. Montessori had discov-
ered the ways children learn 
best and easiest;  methods 
that are now being dramati-
cally validated and increas-
ingly applauded by leading 
scientific and academic re-
ÓÅÁÒÃÈȢ Ȱ)Ô ÓÔÒÕÃË ÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
Maria Montessori really was 
Á ÇÅÎÉÕÓȣÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÁÃÈ 
step of the curriculum, what 
the children do, fits so per-

fectly. The children can 
choose the work that they 
ÌÏÖÅȢȱ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ 
observe Rebecca in her cur-
rent classroom, or speak to 
her regarding her plans for 
the coming school year, 
please contact the office to 
arrange a convenient time.  

/ÎÅ ÏÆ (ÅÒÍÏÓÁȭÓ /×Î 7ÉÌÌ *ÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅ-K Staff 
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the lower elementary,  the upper 
elementary is made up of 9 to 12ɀ 
yearɀolds, and the middle school 
community consists of students ages 
12-14. Because all academic work is 
individually based, after mastery of a 
skill or concept, children are able to 
learn new material at their own pace, 

In an authentic Montessori program 
ÌÉËÅ (ÅÒÍÏÓÁȭÓȟ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÏÆ ÍÉØÅÄ 
ages work together in the same 
class. Age-groupings are based on 
noted child developmental stages. 
Children from 3 to 6 years of age are 
together in the early childhood pro-
gram. 6 to 9 year old students  share 

and there is cooperation rather than 
competition between the ages. 

Montessori Dictionary: Multi-Age Classrooms 

Virtues: Cooperation 

practicing cooperation when you 
work well with others, offer your 
help and ideas freely, disagree 
peacefully and respectfully, follow 
the rules, ask for help when you 
need it,  help keep a safe, happy en-
vironment. 

 

&ÒÏÍȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ 6ÉÒÔÕÅÓ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔȱ 

Students at Hermosa learn the vir-
tue of cooperation, a noted 21st cen-
tury skill, beginning in the early 
childhood classrooms. Teachers 
model appropriate peaceful behav-
iors and begin to teach methods for 
peaceful conflict resolution. As stu-
dents grow they are offered more 
opportunities to work with peers, to 
form committees, and work to-
gether on common goals. For exam-
ple, both lower and upper elemen-
tary students work cooperatively on 

research projects they present to their 
peers. Middle school students work in 
small groups weekly to research and 
then present information. With this 
practice, when Hermosa students 
graduate they know how to practice 
the virtue of cooperation. 

Ȱ#ÏÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ 
sharing the load. When we cooperate, 
we join with others to do things that 
cannot be done alone. We are willing 
to follow the rules which keep every-
one safe and happy. Together we can 
ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȢȱ 9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ 

Pennies For Peace 

Pennies for Peace, a program of the 
501 (c)3 non-profit organization, 
Central Asia Institute, was founded 
by Greg Mortenson. Greg is the co-
founder and executive director of 
Central Asia Institute, and co-author 
of the #1 NY Times best-seller, 
4ÈÒÅÅ #ÕÐÓ ÏÆ 4ÅÁȡ /ÎÅ -ÁÎȭÓ -ÉÓȤ
ÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ 0ÒÏÍÏÔÅ 0ÅÁÃÅȣ/ÎÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 
At A Time.  The goal of Pennies for 
0ÅÁÃÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ  ȰÈÅÌÐ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÉÎ 0ÁËÉȤ
stan and Afghanistan have access to 
education where it never existed 
before; and two, to broaden and 

enrich education where it existed in 
the developed world so that students 
have the opportunity to become more 
ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅÄ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓȢȱ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÃÏÌȤ
lecting pennies to donate to this won-
derful organization so that they can 
continue to build schools for children. 
If you would like to help you can do-
nate pennies or any other type of 
money. 

PENNIES  

FOR PEACE 
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Pre-K Updates 

(ÅÒÍÏÓÁȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÅÄ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ 
can be seen this month in the pre-school 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ 
Asia.  Physical and cultural geography have 
been integrated with history, art, and mu-
ÓÉÃȟ ÃÕÌÍÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ .Å× 
Year parade. Student handmade paper, 
combined with language arts looked amaz-
ing, and creativity was viewed in abun-
dance in various mediums to create the 
amazing dragon. Thanks to Carol Thaler, 
our wonderful art teacher, for creating such 
a wonderful experience for our students 
and parents.     

Lower Elementary Updates 

by Nikhil  

)Î -ÉÃÈÁÅÌȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ×Å ÄÏ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ 

walks and everybody likes it.  We 

go to the wash near our school.  

We look at deer tracks, Javelina 

tracks, and horse tracks.  We see a 

lot of birds and bird nests and 

sometimes we see deer and 

Javelinas too.  We also find some 

cool rocks, crystals, bones and 

cactus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

by Esha 

I will tell you about art.  Every year 

we have a Chinese New Year pa-

rade.  This time the Dragon is go-

ing to look like the real Chinese 

Dragon in China and it will have 

100 heads.  The pre-school stu-

dents are going to make little cute 

bunny masks.  Parents can come 

to see the parade.  We are also 

making Valentine cards.  We use 

glue sticks, paper plates, scissors, 

colored paper, glitter glue, glitter, 

and stuff like that to do crafts. 

by Sonia 

)ÔȭÓ ÖÏÔÉÎÇ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÅÌÅȤ

mentary for this semester.  We all 

vote for President, Vice President, 

Treasurer, Secretary and six Ser-

geant at Arms!  Students make 

posters and they are really nice. 

They are colorful, and some have 

ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙ Ȱ6ÏÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÅȦȱ  

We hang posters in all three lower 

elementary classes.  On Friday 

January 28th we will vote using 

voting papers to write on.  Good 

luck to everyone running for of-

fice!! 
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Middle School Updates 

Middle school students have studied specific forms of writing in their last cycle. They learned and practiced writing 
Odes, Sonnets, and Sestinas. Here is an especially beautiful  Ode written by eighth grade student Haley Hornung. 

 
Ode to the Moon 

Lovely moon 

Giant light bulb of the sky 

Light of the night  

Life in the darkness 

Silently, 

Gracefully,  

Floating across 

The midnight sky. 

 

%ÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÎȭÓ ÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌ ÒÁÙÓȟ 

though they rule 

the day, 

can not mask 

your beauty. 

They only add to your brightness. 

 

Stars,  

Your frail children, 

Keep you company in the lonely night; 

You watch over us 

Like a protective mother 

With eternal sight, 

Your shining beams of hope 

Penetrate through this 

Blanket of darkness 

Piercing the night. 

 

Femme fatale 

Mysterious and captivating, 

Though often misunderstood 

Like a young child 

I see your true depths 

As you  

Shine. 



Upper Elementary Updates 

Pa g e 5 H e rm os a  M on te ss o r i  

Our Dragons Rock! 

by Rachel C. 

The 4th years in Upper Elementary made paper. Then we 
ÄÒÅ× ÄÒÁÇÏÎÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÐÅÒȢ %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÄÒÁÇÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒȤ
ÅÎÔȢ )ÔȭÓ ÆÕÎ ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÁÇÏÎ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÌÌ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ 4ÈÅÎ 
×ÉÔÈ 0ÁÔȭÓ ÈÅÌÐȟ ×Å ×ÒÏÔÅ ÄÒÁÇÏÎ ÐÏÅÍÓȢ 

SPIKE 

by Julian T. 
My dragon Spike has three different abilities. 

His first ability is fire which is his deadly form. 

3ÐÉËÅȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÉÓ ×ÉÎÄȠ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÎÄ ÆÏÒÍ 

He is friendly. And his last ability is rogue. 

And in his rogue form he is very mischievous 

And can teleport. 

Spike is a Greek dragon, so in his fire mode, 

He guards me from the Hydra and slays 

The Minotaur. 

In his wind form he whooshes me to the 

4ÉÔÁÎȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 'ÉÁÎÔȭÓ ÈÏÍÅȢ 

And in his rogue form he plays a prank 

And teleports me home. 

Firestar 

by Taylor R. 

-Ù ÄÒÁÇÏÎȭÓ ÅÙÅÓ ÇÌÅÁÍ ÌÉËÅ ÇÏÌÄ 

He can breathe and light himself on fire. 

4Ï ÍÅ ÈÅȭÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÅÄ 

And I know he is my dragon 

When I see him slithering in the sun. 

9ÅÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ &ÉÒÅÓÔÁÒȦ 

 

My Dragon Unnameable 

by Joe V. 

His eyes sparkle like diamonds 

in the sunlight, or like the 

sparkling blue of the sea. Scales as 

cold as ice , but a heart as warm as love. 

The gold represents lightning bolts, 

Green represents the plants and trees. 

The red means loving things. 

His name is Unnameable!! 

Gophers at school! 

 by Kendra P. 

One Friday Katie S. and Hannah P. saw two gophers. I came 
and saw them too. They are living under the bird feeders in 
the nature area. They were taking the bird seeds on the 
ground. Last of all, one gopher buried up its hole. It was 
really funny. It looked like they were mating. 

Newsletter Committee Starts 

by Joe V. 

We formed a newsletter  committee to help parents and/or 
ËÉÄÓ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÉÎ 5ÐÐÅÒ %ÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÒÙȢ /Î 
the committee there are: 4th years Joe V., Rachel C. and 
Kendra P.  In 5th year there is Katie S., Jennifer E. and Jewel 
M. In 6th there is  Ryan A. 

Carnival and Party 

by Jennifer E. 

The annual school carnival is a fun time on a Friday, where 
parents and kids come to buy tickets and play games. The 
ÍÏÎÅÙ ÇÏÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÔÒÉÐȢ 7Å 
ÁÒÅ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ Á 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÏÎ &ÒÉÄÁÙ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ Χήth 
×ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙȢ 
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Art Department Update 

A special thanks to the parents who 
helped with the parade:  

¶ Terri Roberts for donating fortune 
cookies and documenting the pa-
rade 

¶ Mike Garrone for running the audio 

¶ May Hagen-Smith for helping Carol 
coordinate the show 

Chinese New Year Parade 

Our Chinese New Year parade and art show was held on Friday February 11th. The annual show was directed and 
choreographed by Carol Thaler. Lower Elementary students made dragon masks and collaborated on a giant 
dragon which was carried by the 6th years. Pre-K made Year of the Rabbit masks. Fourth years exhibited dragon 
collages on handmade paper with accompanying poems. Fifth years exhibited ceramics they made in art elective. 
The parade is correlated with the study of Asia by the Lower and Upper Elementary students. 


